
WHEN WE DO 
THINK ABOUT 
CLIMATE FUTURES, 
WHOSE FUTURES 
ARE WE ACTUALLY 
THINKING ABOUT 
AND WHOSE DO 
WE NEGLECT?





Local communities are struggling with the effects 
of change and environmental deradation in their 
day to day lives.

The effect is exacerbated for young people 
because rapid industrialisation, advances in
technology, and a changing political climate has 
led to the youth of today to inherit a volatile 
world.

Yet, their voices remain absent in conversations 
about the futures they will have to inhabit.

Who decides these futures 
and whose voices are 
absent from the decisions?

Whose solutions get 
prioritised and whose get 
overlooked?



HOW ARE
YOUNG PEOPLE
EXPERIENCING
CLIMATE CHANGE
IN INDIA?

While decision-makers debate climate 
futures in distant conference rooms, young 
people across India are already living with 
climate change as their daily reality. 
Their experiences reveal how climate crisis 
impacts their education, health, safety, and 
emotional wellbeing.





Climate change is a 
bodily experience which 
is felt deeply by young 
people.

But in the current discourse, it has come to 
be known only through science. 

This has led to disengaged approaches to 
public participation that ignore the 
emotional pain of those concerned.

Because of this, young people passively 
accept the futures imposed on them rather 
than feeling agency in deciding their own 
futures.



At Quest Alliance, we have grappled with 
the questions of creating just and 
inclusive futures for young people for 
more than a decade. 

When we arrived in Assam to understand 
what informs young people's aspirations, 
we realised rather early that climate 
crisis was a lived reality for many young 
people.
 
This led us on an expedition to 
understand how climate change is 
affecting young people and how 
they imagine their futures.

About the project: 

We engaged with The question of agency

600+
young people from
36 districts 
in Gujarat, Odisha 
and Assam

Our work uncovered a stark reality:

Young people, today, believe they have no 
agency in deciding the futures they want to 
inhabit. They have to passively accept and 
adapt to the futures that are decided for 
them.

The fear of what lies ahead is paralyzing. For 
many young people, especially those from 
marginalized communities, the future is a 
source of deep anxiety. They feel sidelined 
in discussions about the future, their needs 
and voices often unheard which elicits 
feelings of powerlessness.



The regions covered:

Outcome:
Emancipatory climate futures 
literacy pedagogy.

The outcome of this engagement 
was a pedagogy designed to aid 
young people in understanding 
climate change systemically and 
imagining their preferred futures. 

Our approach, developed over 
multiple iterations and consultations 
with young people, is grounded in a 
five-step process that blends 
reflexivity, critical analysis, problem 
solving and creative imagination.



How do you empower 
the youth to move 
from a passive 
acceptance of the 
future to actively 
creating an 
imagination of the 
future they want?





How do young people 
move from anxiety to 
hope through
this pedagogy?



ODISHA
In Odisha, climate change is lived through 
recurring disasters, cyclones, floods, and 
heatwaves that strike year a�er year.

Young people here speak of a cycle of rebuild-
ing: repairing homes, restarting school, helping 
families restore crops, only to be disrupted 
again.

For many, education and work plans are always 
at risk of being cut short by the next storm or 
heatwave. Despite this, they imagine futures 
where their knowledge of resilience and 
community care is valued, and where adapta-
tion means more than survival, it means dignity, 
security, and choice.







People will
fight with each
other for water!



We want a future where
renewable energy is used for
communities’ needs

Solar foot path
In Odisha, in 2047, there will 
be footpaths to make every 
city and town walkable. These 
footpaths will ensure that 
sunlight and heat doesn’t 
directly a�ect people and 
communities. The footpaths 
will be powered by solar 
energy and will maintain a cool 
temperature to ensure people 
do not feel the heat.



In Odisha of 2047, there will 
be water available in all 
districts of the state. This 
water will be supplied through 
the sea and largescale 
purification plants will be set 
up in coastal regions to ensure 
safe and purified water is 
being pumped in the state.  
Water will be free of cost and 
will be supplied by the 
government bodies. 







ASSAM
In Assam, floods reshape the map every year. 
Entire communities are uprooted as the 
Brahmaputra swallows homes and farmland.

Young people here describe their futures as 
“temporary,” because land, schools, and even 
friendships can disappear overnight. The 
emotional toll is heavy, anxiety about exams 
mixes with anxiety about whether the family will 
have a roof tomorrow.

Yet, there is resilience: young people also 
imagine futures where their knowledge of 
rivers, land, and forests becomes central to 
adaptation and survival.



Assamsubmerges formonths in2047!





We worried that Assam will become 
unrecognisable. 

Maybe its time we listen to
communities voices and dreams

Now, we will show the 
future we want to 

create

What will we do 
with so many 

industries if floods 
will engulf us all?











Now that you have seen 
what young people in
the most climate vulnerable 
places want their futures to 
be, how would you bridge 
the gap between 
policymakers and young 
people to make their 
preferred futures a reality?
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